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COMPARATIVE 
HISTORY. 


Bout the year of ourLord 1525. all Germany was 
put into an uproar and confufion, by the feditions 
Preaching of fome turbulent Minifters. The Ring- 
leader among them was one Thomas Muncer, who — 
pretending a wonderfull and more then ordinary 

zeal, having with great paffion preached againft the Popifh Er- 

rours, at length began to preach againit Luther, terms him as 
too cold, and his Sermons as not favouring enough i the fpirit ; 

- with great earneftneffe he prefled the exercifes of mortificati- 

on, and exhorted to a more frequent and familiar converfation 
with God; he pretended to fome divine revelations, that God 
by dreams and vifions did reveal unto his Saints his will. By 
thefe difcourfes, he won a great opinion and reputation with 

the people, who daily flocked after him and admired him as a 

man divinely infpired: at length he began more plainly to 

publith his defigne, and told his followers, that be had received 

a command from Godto kill and root up all wicked Princes and 

Magiftrates, and to chufe better in their places. eae i 

Frederick Ele@tor of Saxony hearing of thefe his feditious 

Sermons banifhed him out of his country ; from thence he went 

firft to Norrenburg, then to Mulhufe, every where poyfoning 

the people with his feditious doctrine; becaufe the Senators of 

Muthufe and the better fore difliked him, he wrought fo effe- 

tually with the bafe people, chat rifing in a Tumult they turn’d 


out the chief Magiftrates and ae others. So asnow Afwn- 
| | 


; 


| 


+ «manded, was done ; his eis was a law, and his direction in 
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A comparative Hi ory. 


not only a Preacher but a Senator ; whatfoever he com- 
all.chings, as he faid, a divine revelation. He taught a commu- 
nity of all goods to be moft agreeable to nature, and that all 
Free-men ought to be equall tn dignity and condition. By this 
means he gathered great companies of mean people, who lea- _ 
ving their labours thought fit and jultto take part with others — 
of better wealth and {tore. 

In SWevia and Franconia neer 40000. Pefants took Armes 
’ upon this occafion; who robbed a great part of the Nobility, 
_ and plundered many Townes and Caftles, AZuncer being their 
_ chief Captain. He had 4 companion, a bold fellow, one Phifer, 
- whotalked much of his dreams and nightly Apparitions; efpe- 
cially of one dream, wherein, he faid, he aw in a Barn an infi- 


nite company of Rats and Mice, all which he had chafed away and 
— deftroyed: This dream he expounded to be a Commandment fent 
him from God, that by force and violence he fhould deftroy all the 
| Nobility. And Muncer to the fame purpofe moved the Boores 
 throughoat Franconia and Turingia to undertake this holy war 


(ashe called it) againft their Princes. Phifer with fome of his 
_ Troops going out into the Neighbour-country, wafts and de- 


1  ftroys Noble-mens houfes, chaferh away the moft, taketh fome, 


and bringeth them Captives. This good fucceffe gave great cou- 


| wage to the Party. AZuncer joins his torces with the reft of Phifers. 
Inthemeanwhile, Albert Count of Mansfield, fetting upon 


_ them with fome Troopers, kills about 200. The feditious dif- 


couraged with this loffe, retire a while and keepin. This gave 
| Feifure and time to the neighbouring Princes Jo: Duke of 
Saxony, and his couflin George ; Philip Lautgrave of Heffe, 
Hen: Duke of Brunfwicke to collect fome Forces againtft 
(them about 1500 Horfe,and fome Companies of Foot. The 
‘ \ Rebels fat down on the fide of a Mount, where they had fome 
_ | advantage of the place,but they were not well Armed, and moft 
of them ighorantin warre. The Princes therefore out of pity 
advifed them to lay down their Armes, and offered them par- 
_ don if they would deliver up the Authours of the fedition. 


‘Muncer finding himfelfe in fome danger, encourageth them 


- witha long and earneft Exhortation 3 pretends that this great 


| 


>. 
| 


Aétion was undertaken by command from Heaven, that God would 
undoubtedly affiff them again|t the T yvants j that he.had promifed 
in many places of Scripture to affift the oppreffed aganmne . their 
wicked governours ; that thofeTyrants ( fobe called the Princes} 
followed onely thetr eafe and pleafures ; negletted Fuftice, pild their 
fubjelts with intolerable Exattions; had no Care to reforme the 
Corruptions of the Church ; fhent all their life in pride and Luxury: 
ethet therefore without doubt, the time was now come when God 
would take vengeance upon thofe Canaanites; and reftore to bis own 
guod people the liberties of their goods, their lives, and Con{cien- 
ces : that as God hadafsifted Gideon and David, axd the Ifraelites, 
and gave them vitkories by miracle, fo they fhould now find ie 
er andlove no lef[ein their deliverance; andfor atoken of his {pe- 
cial favour, mark, faid he, yonder Rainbow in the clouds, which 
being reprefentedin our own colours, God hereby giveth us an evi- 
dent teftinzony that he ws prefent with us in this Battle and Will rout 
our enemies. 
_ Some few of the more defperate were animated with this or 
ration, and efpecially withthe Rainbow: butthe moft.of them 
apprehended the inftant danger, and ratherbecaufe in their Ar- 
my .all was carried tumultuoufly without any Rule or order. 
(Muncer again{t the Law of Armes and Nations had kilda no- 


ble young Gentleman who was fent to parly with them. The 
Princes being the more provoked with this cruelty prepared for — 


the onfet. Philip the young Prince of Heffe fpake to the Soul- 
diersto this purpofe. That he.could not excufe bimfelfe and [ome 


other Princes from fome Errors, but thiscould not excufe the Ree 


 bels for their [edition ; that God every Where expre/ly chargeth alt 
people every where to honour and obey their Magiftrates: that of 
nece/sity people muft contribute of their goods tothe banour.and 
{apport of their Princes: that Princes onthe other fide did proteét 
them by their power and Lawes. That whereas the Rebels cal'd for 
the liberty of their confciences, and 


; 


foould deny it, yet that were no juft canfe of Rebellion : that the 


_ Gofpell was propagated through the world not by force and wiolentey: 


but by patience and fufferance of the firft Chriftians : that- 

clamours herein were canfelef[e, and their pretences 

the moft Princes in Germany had then giuen way to the reform 


of the Gofpel, though Princes . 
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thei{me, and Barbarifme into the Church, that therefore their bypo- 


- crify was fo much the more damnable to pretend the name of God and 
| of Religion to their intended confufion ; and more to this purpofe. 

' ” At the firft onfet the Rebels were quickly and eafily put into 
diforder,and above 5000 flain upon the place,& 300 more taken 
in a Town hard by ; A@uncer himfelfe hiding his head ina Vil- 
' Jage was apprehended, and brought to the Duke of Saxo 

_ and the Lantgrave : being asked by them why he had thus abu- 
- fed the miferable pefants and raifed thefe Tumults ; his anfwer 
_ was,he had done but his dutie,& that fuch Princes as hindred the 
- Reformation of the Church ought to be oppofed. The Lant- 


grave on the contrary, provd unto him by teftimony of 


| thew of fanétity ; they talked, that it was not lawfull for 


all things ought to be common amon 


ture ; that Governours ought tobe had in honour; that all fe- 
- dition is forbidden by God, and that by the lawes of the Gofpel, 


~ + no Chriftian may take armes againft their lawfull Prince upon 


any pretext whatfoever. To this when he replyed nothing, he 
_ was brought to the Racke to know what his purpofes were, and 


. | who were the principall contrivers of this confpiracy. His fel- 


low Phifer was taken and beheaded in ALulhufe; Atuncer him- 


iy - felfe being brought upon the Stage was extreamly confounded 


and dejected, was not able to give any tolerable accompt of his 
faith, yetin general! tearmes confeffed his fault and his Errour, 
_ and his head being cut off was carryed upon a fpeare through the 

_ - This Afuncer was the firft Author of the much famed fect of 
Anabaptilts, fo called from their doctrine and practife of 
they have been, rebaptize them: they carryed at firlt a great 
hri- 
_ ftians to contend in law upon any occafions; not to beare Ma- 
giltracy, nor to fweare, norto haveany thing proper ; but that 
aft all men. 

_. Thefe were at firlt their difcourfes, but by degrees they fell 


to publith other more pernicious doGrines. When this fect be- 
| gan firit to creepe in Germany ; Luther, and all other learned 


Divines 


| 


oe | That thefe Rebels did but cover with the name of the Gofpell their 
| ewne impious and bloudy defignes: that their true ayme was, to 
| take aay all Government, to bring in confufion into the State, A- 


| Rebaptizing ; forthey forbid childrento bebaptized: and if 
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evety where 


Divines mightily oppofed them) 


punifhed them; yetfecretly theyencresfeaand raifed many dan-_ 


Monier the prime City of 


gerous tumults but 
Mmad‘and moft memorable tra- 
| 


=e : where they acte 


In that City one Bernard Rotrnan a Minifter, by his paines and 
preaching had there reformed the Church, ‘and caft out the Po- 
pith Bivop and his Cleargy. About the yeare of our Lord 1533. 
of Leyden, a Tayler by histrade, an Hollander, an earneft 
Anabaptift, came to live inthe City of AZunfter. This fellow pri- 
vately infinuated the doctrin of Rebaptization,much contemning 
the contrary opinion: Rotman in the beginning vehemently prea- 
 ched againft him, & his phantafticall opinions, as pernicious both 
to the State, and to Religion. Yet Leyden prevailed much with 
the bafe people, and infected great numbers who had their fe- 
cret meetings in corners and conventicles moft ufually upon the 
night, admitting none but fuch as were addiéted to their opini- 
ons, Yet within awhile Rotman himfelfe began to encline to- 
‘ward them, andto condemn the Baptifme of Children as impi- 
ousand hereticall; Infomuch that the number of Avnabaptifts 
was dayly increafed : and the Lantgrave of Heffeentreated by 
the Senators of the City to fend) fome Preachers of learning to 
confute them, and containe the pons in order and obedience. 
Accordingly he fentunto them Fabritivs, a Minifter, and 
others, who were provoked by the Avabaptifts to a difputation, 
which was admitted by them, tnd by the Senatours. But the 
feftaries afterwards better confidering their own ignorance and 
weaknefle to which they were confcious ; and trulting to their 
multitudes, refufed to difpute, and tooke another courfe. One 
of them runsup and down the City as if poffeffed by the Spirit, 
and cryes, Repent and be baptixed, left the wrath of God over- 
whelme you. Diversotherscryed outin the fame manner, 
Some fimple men obeyed for feare, being terrified with their 
clamours, and fome of therricher fort to fave their fortunes : 
for the Anubaptifts began to ‘ol all their adverfaries, and ga- 
thered together into great Troops: they poflefied themfelves 
of the Armes & ftrongeft parts of the City, and made proclama- 
tions that a/ Whe were not rebaptized,were to be accomptea Pagans 


and 
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and Infidels, andto be kild, Rofmon and Bernsril K nipperdoling, 
his companions, fent Letters to all the neighbouring Villages, 
inviting ail of their faction forthwith to come to Aunfter, pro- 
them liberall facisfaétion for their Eftates and goods that 


they were to leave. | 


Hereupon multitudes of men and women, efpecially of the 
bafe beggerly fort, make hafte to AZunfter. The Citizens of the 
betrer fore feeing the towne fild with ftrangers, forthwith fecret- 
ly convey away. themfelves and their families, and Icave there 
the Anabaprifts, who now perceiving theirown ftrength, and 
the weakerieffe of the other party, firft chufe new Senators, all 
of their Own Faction, then create Confuls and make 
doling the chiefe. Then quickly afterwards burne the Suburbs, 
and fpoile all Churches, {traightway they run by troops through 
all the ftreets crying, Repent, and foone after, Ger ye hence ail 
wicked if you mean to fave your lives. They run armed up and 
downe, and chafe out of rhe towne all that did not favour the 
without refpe&t ofage or fex, fo asmany women with child 
mifcarried by their violence: then they feize upon the goods of 
all thofe that are caft out. The Bifhop of AZux/ter whom they 
had forced out was Lord of the City, and to recover his right, 
had now befieged it with ftrong forces, fo as thefe miferable 
people that were turned out by the Anabaptilts, were rifled,and 
many:kil’d by the Bifhops Souldiers. The feare whereof conftrai- 
‘ned many honeft men which abhorred the Anabaptilts to {tay in 
the City againft their will. 
_ The chiefe Prophet among them, as they cal'd him,, was Fohn 
Matthew; he fends forth his proclamations through the City 
commanding every man upon pain of death to bring forth their gold, 
and filveryind all their goods unto a publique place appointed for the 
purpofe ; the people aftonifhed with the feverity of this Edi@ 
were faine to obey it; if any man detained ought of his owne 
Boos, they were difcovered by certaine women that pretended 
to be Prophetefles. Soone after, the fame Prophet commands, 
that xo man keep any books in his cuftody, but onely the holy Bible, 
_ that all other books muft be brought forth andburned ; for thia(he 
faid) he had direttion from’ Heaven; and accordingly all other 
in‘great numbers were flung into thefire.\ 
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It hapned about that time that one Hubart Trutaling a Smith, 
awitty fellow, had jeafted fomewhat fharply upon their pro- 
phets, whereupon they call the multitude, command them to 
come arm’d, they arraigne the poore Smith, condemne him to 
dye for his fawcinefle ; which proceedings {truck great terrour 
into the people. ALatthew the chiefe prophet doth Execution 
upon the wretch, firft wounds him with a f{peare, then fhoots 
. him through with a piftoll. a 

The fame prophet taking his long pike, running in great 
hafte to the gates of the City, cryes that God the father had fent 
him a commandement to raifethe fiege and to beat away the Enemy. 
When he came neare the fouldiers he was by one of them dif- . 
patched and run through, Though by this event he was proved 
to be a falfe prophet, yer his friends and fellows the other pro- 
phets, did excufe and palliare the bufines unto the vulgar, that. 
they much lamented his death, and thought ita great calamity 
to have loft fo brave a man. His fellow Pohx of Leyden defires the 
people to be comforted, for it was long before revealed unto 
him that AZatthew was to dye in that manner, “and that after 
his death himfelfe was to marry his wife. 

Within a while they run to the Churches and ring out at once 
all the Bells; that done Kuipperdoling begins to prophefie, and 
he foretels that fome in high places muft be throwne dowae, others 
of meane condition raifed up to great authority. Then he com- 
mands all Churches to be defaced, affirming that this com-— 
mandment came from God; amd accordingly the command- 
ment was executed. Few dayes after, Poha of Leyden delivers the 
fword to Kunipperdoling, and appoints him tobe the publique 
Executioner, for {0 God had commanded thathe who was but now 
the higheft Maguftrate, fhould take upon him the meaneft office and 
be the Hangman ; he undertooke the office with great thankes. 
TheBifhop alone at hisowne charge had for fome moneths 
continued the Siege, afterwards divers of the neighbour Princes 
fent in monyes and men to affift him ;‘he had made many Affaules: 
thinking to enter the City by force,but being repulfed feeing no 
hopes, but oncly to conquer them by famine, he refolved upon 
that courfe, and fhut up all the paflages. P 
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Inthe meane while of Leyden betakes him to hisfleep, 
and continues in adream three daies together; being awaked 
_ fpeakes not aword, but calls for paper, in it he writes the 
‘names of twelve men, who were to be chiefe officers over 
Gods Ifrael, and to govern all things, for /uch he {aid was 
the will of the heavenly Futher. When he had thus prepared the 
way to his Kingdome, he propounds certain doctrines unto the 
Minifters, and requires them to confute them by teftimonies of 
Scripeure ifthey were able, if not, he would relate them unto the 
people,and enact them for lawes. The doétrines were thefe; That 
no man Was bound to one only wife, and that every man may take as 
many as he pleafeth. When the Preachers difliked the do@trines, 
‘ia he cals his twelve Rulers and a generall aflemblyof the people. 
a4 Inthe prefence of all, hecafts his cloake upon the ground, and 
ae upon it, the booke of the new Teftament, by thefe fignes he 
{weares, that the doftrine which he had publifbed was revealed un- 
to him from Heaven, and therefore he gravely threatens the 
lb Minilters that God would be highly difplealed with them if they con- 
| [ented not toit: It was in vaine for them to refift, and therefore 
ae they yeelded, and for three dayes together difcourfe unto the 
ica people of the lawfulnefle of Polygamy : the iffue was, that Ley- 
MN. den firlt takes three wives, whereof one had beene the wife of 
Tk fo. Matthew the great Prophet; many other follow his exam- 
ple, fo as at length he was thought moft praife-worthy that had 
moft wives. 
| Many Citizens of good fenfe,& good Proteftants were extream- 


‘ly difpleafed with thefe mad doings, arming fo many as they 
could, they meet together in the market place,and lay hold up- 

on the prophet Kvipperdolizg, and their teachers, which the 

.  bafe people hearing, they gather in multitudes, and affaule them 
/ os With great fury,take away their Captives,& kil to the number of 
"go. withextreame cruelty, for binding them to {takes and trees 

- ~~ they fhet them to death, the great prophet ftanding by and com- 
mending this execution, as a thing well pleafing to God ; others 

alfo were killed in another manner. | 


te 


_ After fome weeks there arifeth anew prophet, a Golafmith 
he calls the people into the market place, and declares the 
Will and commandement of the heavenly Father to be ; that her 
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of Leyden muft have the government of all the that with 
mignty forces he was to ge out to deftroy ell Kings and Princes 
without difference, {paring only the poor people who love ri ohteorf- 
nelle; that he wasto poffeffe the Throne of his futher David, wx- 
tik he fhould up the K 

all the wickea muft be deftroyed, to the end that the goaly alone may 
rule and raigne in this World. When the Gold-{mith had faid 
thus much, /o4z of Leyden falls down upon his knees, and holding 
up hishands to heaven, Alen and brethren (.faid he ) this very 
thing Was revealed to me many vr ago, though I did not publifhit ; 
but now ithath pleafed the Father to make it kxown unto you by 
this Prophet. oka being thus advanced to be a King, in{tantly 
puts his twelve men out of office, and provides himfelf (after 
the fafhion of Kings) Nobles to wait upon him, two Crowns, a 
Sword, and Scepter of Eftate, and other fuch like enfignes of 
Majefty, all of the pureft gold : then he appoints certain days 
when he would publikely receive all complaints, and hedr all 
petitions: fo often ashe went abroad, he was attended with his 
great Officers,immediatly after him followed two Pages on horf- 
back, one carrying a Crown and the Bible, the other a naked 
Sword. His chief Wife was waited on withthe fame pomp. In 
the market place his chair of State was placed on high, covered 
with cloth of gold. The fuits and complaints that were brought 


unto him, moft of them were about Marriages and Divorces, 
which were much in ufe, fo as fome couples that had many years 


Now whillt the people wer 


lived together, were then parted. 
hearkning unto their new i K nipperdoling {uddainly leaps 


up and creeps with his hands and feet upon the heads of the 
crowded multicude,and breathing into their mouths, The Father 
(faith he) /anéifies thee, receive 3 holy fpirit ; another day dan- 
cing before the King,7 hms (faith he) J was wont to doe with my 
_fweet heart, but now the Father commands me to dance before the 
King : but when he would not give over,the King being offen- 


ded went his way ; thereupon he fits down in the Chair of State 


and behaved himfelf as if he were King, till the King returning 5 
Whilft 


turned him ont, and fent him co prifon for three days. 
li 


me to his hevenly Father ; that 


thus ftanding thick together 
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+) Whilft the City was befieged, they publithed a Book called 
the’ Reffiturion ; in this book, among other things, they athr- 
day of Fudgement. Wherein only the godly and the eleé& fhill 
vraigee, the wicked being every Where deftroyed. it lay- 

full for the people to caft off their Governonrs, and that although 

ithe Apoftles had no fecular jurifdittion, yet the Muinifters of their 
‘Church had power from God to ufe the Civill [Wword, und by 

ei force to fet “up anew Common-wealth. Farther, that 79 w22n Who is 
| not a good Chriftian is to be tolerated in the Church, aad that xo 
an can be faved that challengeth any propriety in his goods: that 
| ~— Luther aad the Pope Were two falfe Prophets; and of the two, Lu- 
(| ther the worfe ; and that the Marriages of prophane men, ought to 
be accounted xno better then Whoredome und Adultery. Thefe 
dreamsand dotages were confuted by many learned men, AZe- 


lantthon, Iuftus Menius, Vrbanus Regitss, whoie writings are 


extant, | 
' Some weeks after this,|the new Prophet of whom we fpake, 
fummons all by found of Trumpet, to repair With their Armes to 
the chief Church-yard, for the enemy (as he faid) was to be re- 
pl[ed from the City; thither when they came, they find a fup- 
per ready,they fate down at the firft near 4000. and after them 
1ooo.more that had kept the watch,the King & the Queen with 
their fervants waited ; when fupper was neer done, the King 
bread to every one, with thefe words, Take, eat, de- 
¢lare the death of the Lord; the Queen alfo reacheth the Cup, 
| il drink, and declare the death of the Lord. | 
| This done, the Prophet {tanding alofr, demandeth of them, 
: af they would obey the word of God; they affirmed, they would : 
then (faith he) the Father hath commanded that we fend forth 
twenty eight Teachers into the four quarters of the world, to pub- 
the holy doftrine that profelfed in this City. Then he names 
"~~ all thofe Apoftles, and fhewes which way they are to go: fix 
| are fent toward Ofemburge, fo many to Warendorfc, eight to 
| Suafat, eight more to Cosfie/d. With thefe Apoftles and the o- 
Kt ther fervants, the King and Queen fit down to fupper; in fup- 
per ume the King fuddainly arifeth, faith be muft go about a bu- 
fineffe. 
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comparative Hiftory. 
finef[e which the Father bad commanded. A certain Souldier by 
chance had been taker prifoner, him the King faid to be another 
fudas the traytor, and with his own hand ftriketh off his head ; 
after returnes to fupper, and reports merrily what he had done ; 
{upper being ended, the twenty eight aforefaid are fent abroad 
their feverall ways, each one carying with him a {mall piece of 
gold, which they.were to leave at fuch places as did not admit. 
them and their wholfome doctrine, as a witneffe againft them 
at the day of judgement. Thefe Apoftlesin the towns as they 
pafied, cryed aloud, that mex fhauld repent, otherwife they fhould 
foortly perifh ; that they Were fent by the Father to offer them peace, 
which if they refufed, that Gold fhauld teftifie againft them their in- 

ratitude ; that the time Was come which all the Prophets had fore- 
told, Wherein God world propagate holineffe throughout all the 
world; and when their King had done his office and brought this to 
pale then was Chriff to deliver up his Kingdome tu God by Fa- 
ther. | Pal 
Being apprehended and examined, firft in a friendly manner, 
then by the rack, concerning their life and dottrine; their an- 
{wer was, that themfelves onely were of the true Religion, that 
from the Apoftles time tothis A ge, the word of Gud had never been 
truly preached, nor righteou{neffe prattifed. That there are four 
Prophets, and of them, two juft, David and John of Leyden ; and 
two anjuft, the|Pope and Luther.| Being interrogated, why they 
had turned fo many innocent people out of their City, and out 
of their eftates, and by what place of Scripture they could prove 
this to be juftice ; they anfwered, that the time Was come which 
Chrift had promifed, that the meek, foould poffeffe the earth. They 
contefled farther, that mo/t of their company had above five Wives, 
that they expetted [ome help from Holland and Frifland ; when — 
they were come, that their King Was to go out with al his Army to 
fubdue the world, and to deftroy all other Princes for want of fu- 
fice. Notwithftanding their torments, when they obftinately 
perfifted, and would not acknowledge any Magiitrate befides _ 
their own King, they were beheaded. 

The City was now in extream diftrefle, and therefore the Ci- 

tizens fecretly confpired to " the new King and deliver him 

li2 prifoner 
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A comparative Hiftory. | 
prifonerto the Bifhop. He being aware of it, for his own fecu- 


Princes again{t them, 


‘rity chufeth twelve trufty men, whichhe called Caprains, ap- 
‘pointing to cach, other fouldiers to affift him,to keep the peo-- 
ple inawe ; to them he promifed Jarge rewards, whole Provin- 
‘ces, Towns and Forts, then calls the multitude and promifeth 
them that before Ealter then following without fail they fhould 
be freed from the fiege and famine, } 

_ About the month of December, divers Princes of the Empire 
in amecting at Confluence, after deliberation, agreed to affitt 
the Bifhop with 300. Horfe and 3000 Foot for fix moneths, un- 
der the condu& of Veric/ Earle of Oberftein. They agreed alfo 
to follicite King Ferdinand (the Emperour then in Spaine) and 
allche other Princes of Germany to joyn with them. 

. They fent alfo their lettersto AZunffer, and gravely advifed 
the befieged to defift from their ungodly and rebellious courfes : 
profefling if they yeelded nor, that the Bifhop{fhould have the 
forces of the Empire to doe juftice upon them. This was about 
the end of December ; in the beginning of Fazaary, they fent an 
anf{werin many words, but little tothe purpofe; yer fo as they 
commended all their doings. To that charge layd againft them 
of creating a new King, they faid nothing in that reply: but in 
other private letters tothe Lantgrave they endeavoured te ex- 
eufe it, fpeaking much of the general deftruttion of the wicked, and 


of the glorious raigne of the godly in this life. WWithall they fenc 


to him the book formerly mentioned, of the Reftitution, and 
counfell him to oli by times, and not combine with other 

eing the holy Saints of God. The L£azt- 
grave having read their letter and their book, returns them an 
an{wer ; and becaufe they pretended their new King to be made 
1 efpeciall direction from God, he defires to know by what au- 


_ thority of Scriptures they af[umed that power, and by what miracles 


they confirmed it. And when they called for a tryall of their 
caufe, the Luntgrave replyed, it was now too late; fince they had 
already feized on the Civill power, and been authors of fo much fedi- 
tion and calamity, as it did appear to all the world that they inten= 
ded nothing elfe, but the ruine of all order and government both in 
Church and State. That he had feut unto them many learned =v 
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1 COMMPATALiVE Hi ory. 


godly Minifters to inftrut them in found Religion, whom they 
had {corned and rejetted. That their dottrines and prattifes 


ef rebelling again their Magiftrates, of robbing men of their 


goods , of polygamy , of fetting up a King of their owne, of 


a community of all things among Chriftians, and the like, are 


unchriftian and abominable , comtrary to all ‘lawes of Godand 


men. 
Upon this reply from the Lantgrave » they write back a- 
gain, and fent him another book in the Dutch tongue, entituled, 
Of the myfteries of Scripture. In their letters they defend all 
their tenents ; andin their book divide the Ages of the world 
into three parts, the firft from Adam to Noah, which perifhed 
by water ; the fecond, this wherein we live, which 1s, to perifh by 
fire ; the laft fhall be the new world wherein righteoufneffe fra 
raigne, That before thi prefent world be purged with fire An- 
tichrift muft be revealed, and his power abolifbed. That then the 
throne of David foall be eretted, and Chrift obtain a glorious 
Kingdome upon earth, in his Saints, as the Prophets have fore- 
told. That this Age w like that of Efau, the wicked profpering, 
und the godly being afflitted; but that their miferies were now 
neare an end, and the time of their freedome and Reftituti- 
on approached, when the wicked fhould be repayed fourfold 
for all their perfecutions, ws was prophefied by John in his Re- 
velation. | 

That immediately after the Reftitution » the neW'and golden 
Age fhould follow, wherein the righteous Saints foould raigne a- 
lone, all the wicked being utterly deftroyed. Thefe dreams were 
confuted by fome learned Divines appointed by the Lantgrave. 


About February the befieged began to be in great diftrefle for — 


want of victuals. When many of the poor people perifhed by 
famine, one of the Queens chanced to fay privately to another, 
that fhe did not think it pleafing to God that the miferable 
wretches fhould perifh in that manner. The King who had his 
own ftore-houfes well furnifhed, not only for neceflity but 
even for Juxury and abundance, hearing of her {peeches, brings. 
her into the open Marker-place with her fellowes, and 
commanding her to kneel downe, ftrikes off her head, and 


when 
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Comparatrue Hipory, 
\when fhe was dead, brands her with lightneffe, and playing the 


whore. This done the other Queens applaud his doings, and 
give thanks to the heavenly Father. The King beginsto dance, 
‘and invites the people (who fed upon nothing but bread and 
\falt) to dancing and merriment. 
. When Eafter was come, at what time the King had with great 
oy _ confidence aflured the people they fhould be freed , but no thew 
| | of freedome appeared, to find an excufe, he faines himfelf fick, 
i | _and keeps in for fix days, Then comes out into the Aflembly ; 
Bt | ‘telsthem, he had in a vifion been fet upon ablind Affe; and that 
ii | the heavenly Father bad layd upon him the fins of allthe multitude ; 
and therefore now they Were almoft pure and clean purged from all 
Bin) \iniquities. That this was the Freedome he had promifed unto them, 
and With this they ought to be contented. || 
| Luther hearing of thefe wild pranks of thefe mad men of 
Munfter, about this time, publifhed a Difcourfe concerning the 
i \Anabaptifts in the vulgar tongue ; he faid,st was very plain to ull 
ithe world, that Munkter was become the harbour and habitation of 
‘Devils; for [othe juftice of God had punifhed the fins of Germany, 
and efpecially their loofe and prophane life that profeffed tie Gofpel. 
That yet in this very Tragedy of Muntter the marvailous mercy 
_ | of God evidently appeared, inthat he had not permitted that old 
fabtile Serpent, the witty and cunning Satan to contrive anda go- 
vern that bufineffe ; bat onely had given way to [ume filly dull and 
‘blockifh Dev:ll, who feemed not well skill’d in Villany, to be their 
guid and conduttor. That the grofneffe and ftupidity of ak their 
daétrines and doings, made faith of the dulneffe of that lewd /pirit 
which moved them. That their Polygamies, their [editions, and res 
bellions might trouble the State, but could not hinder or doe pre- 
Pe uedice to the Church, or Gofpel of Chrift, to which they are fo pal- 
pably contrary. | 
Ba | | That no man of fenfe, or in his right wits could be perverted by 
Such meansyor induced to favour [uch lewd people, or their prattifes. 
‘He further added a eee confutation of their principall 


| In the moneth of Apri/ King Ferdinand at the requeft of the 
et | Princes, held a Diet ofthe Empire at Wormes ; where after fome 
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debate, it was agreed that 20000,crownes by the moneth fhould 
be Levyed for the taking in of the City, and the chaftifement of — 
the Rebels, and withall that when it was taken, the innocent — 
poor pcople who had been abufed, fhould be ufed with mercy, 
and reftitution made to fuch honeft men as had been robbed of © 
their eltates in thistumule. Hereupon the Bifhop delivers over 
the Army unto the Generall Oberftein. ae 

In the City the famine ftill encreafed, and the miferable peri- 
fhed in great numbers. Some few efcaped out and falling into 
the hands of the Beliegers, were by them, in meer pity, {pared : 
being nothing but skin and bones. The Generall fummons the 
City to yeeld,and promifes pardon to all the reft, if they would 
deliverup to juftice the King with fome few of his companions. 
The Citizens had a good defire to doe it, but were overawed by 
the care and watchfulneffe of the King: who refolved not to 
sive up the place, fo long as himfelfand his family had any vitu- 
als: The Captains therefore commanded them to keep in their 
famifhed,and to expeét no more fayour. This was in the begin- 
ning of 7uae:fhortly after they anfwer,that they are not fuftered 
to have a fairhearing of theircaufe; that they are unjuftly per- 
fecuted ; that they are ready to revoke their Errours if they be 
convinced by them. Then they expound a part of Daniels pro- 
phefie of the fourth beaft the molt cruell of all ; and in conclu- 
fion, profeffe they will perfever in their courfes. All this, by di- 
rection of the King. | | 

The befieged City being now reduced to the laft extremity, tt 
chanced that two men made an efcape out, which .were 
brought to the Generall and the Bifhop. They gave direction 
how theTown might be taken. Upon another fummons,they ftill 
perfift in their refolution. Within two days an Aflaule was made 
in the night, and by the help of the Guids, one Gate forced, 
at which 500 Souldiers with their Captains and Colours entred. 
By them another paflage was foon opened; the whole Army 
enters, and finding fome refiftance, made a great flaughter. Aor- 
man defperately rufhing in among the Souldiers was flain. The 
King, and Kuipperdoling and one Cretchting his chief fervants 


were taken alive; the reft upon their fubmiffion {pared, 
three 


@ 


o~. 


three Captives were fent up and down to the Princes, as fpe- 
étacles of fcorn and wonder; many Divines confer with them 
upon the abfurd opinions, & convincing the King with evidence 
of Scripture and reafon, though they could not win him to Re- 
cantation, yet they forced himto yeeld many things; which 


fome imagined he did only co fave his life, 


For when they came to him again, he promifed if he might 


obtain his pardon, to reduce all the Anabaptifts in Holand, Bra- 
bant, England, Frifeland, (where they were in great multitudes) 
__ under the obedience of their Magiftrates. i} 

_ Being brought before the Bifhop, the Bilhop demanded of 


him by what authority he had taken upon him fo much power 


and liberty over his City and people of AZunffer. The King de- 
mands again of him, who gave him the command and government 
of that City. When the Bilhop anfwered, that hi power was law- 
fully conferred on him by the confent of the Church and people : 


| The King applyed, that by right and calling thither was from 
Heaven. 


_ continued in their 
on; the King was faftened to a poft, two executioners {tood on 


In February after, they were brought back to ALunfter, and 
committed to feverall prifons. There they were exhorted by 
many pious men, to confeffe their errours, and to aske pardon of 
God and their ig ar The King relented, the other rwo 


ubbornefle. Being all brought to executi- 


either fide with hot pincers; at the three firlt pinches he kepr 
filence, after he cried out unto God for mercy : being in this 
_manner tortured above the {pace of an hour, he was at length 
‘run through with a fword ; his fellowes dyed in the fame fafhi- 
on. Their earcaffes were inclofed in three feverall cages of iron, 
and hanged up upon the higheft tower of the City, the King in 
ithe middle, and higher then the reft. 
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Remarkable Hiftories ofthe ANA BAPTISTS, 
With Obfervations thereupon. 


Together with an Application to thefe Times. 


Quelque cho- 
He French, after the firft spurt of folid difhes,entertaine fes. | 
their guefts with Kick-/boes, and we withfruit. 

In the former part of this Treatife (curteous Reader ) 
as well in the propounding our Arguments for the Orthodox 
faith, as in the Refutation of the Anabaptifts objections againft 
it; I defired to fet before thee /olid and fubftantiall difbes , to 
ftrengthen thee in the true doctrine of the Reformed Church of 
England : but in thefe enfuing relations and obfervations, I 
_ make bold to fet onthe board Kick-fhofes, and variety of ffrange 
yuits: which, though peradventure they will not much nourifh 
thy faith, yet, eaten with a grain of falt, will fome way irritate 
thy appetite, and help thy digettion and concoction. 


Oss ERVAT ION I. 
That the Anabaptifts are an illiterate and [ottifh 


As Macarius, who had the care and overfight of ereéting 
that magnificent ftructure at Fern/alem, built by Helena the Mo- 
ther of ap aan the Great, washappy in hisname: for AZa- 
carius in Greek fignifieth bleffed ; and as Theodoret* teltifieth, 
a bleffed man was he; fo on the contrary, many Arch-here- 
ticks, and Bostefeus of the Church and State, have been hap- 
pily unlucky in their names; their Godfathers at the Font. 
proving Prophets, and the names they gave them, being prefa-. 
ges of their qualities and fortunes, and characters oftheir per- 
fons. > Haymo noteth out of Jreneus,that Edion,the Father of the 
Ebionites,* fignifieth ia Hebrew poor and filly;and a filly poor man 
(God wot)was he. AZanes, the Father of the Manichees, derives 

| - his 
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his name in Greek from infanio, or auavie, infania, 
madnefle; and verily afrantick Heretickwashe ; Aérius, the 


_ father of the Aérians, carieth wind in his name, and a /ight gid- 


a here. dy-braind fellow was he blown into his herefie with the wind of 
ambition: as S. Auguftine declareth in his bed-roll! ofherefies. 

Deum. |. WhatfhouldIdefcend to Afaldonate, whofe yery name fpeaketh 
abufe of his gifts (AZuldonatus quafi male donatus) and to 
|, Ignatius the founder of his Se& Ignatius Layola, who as he hath 
| Tgnena, fire, inhis name, fo he and his Difciples have proved the 
greateft Incendiaries in the Chriftian world ? I will trouble thee 
Be Gk with one inftance more, and that is the Farher of the Ana- 
*Epadie&. — baprifts of ourage ; who asI fhewed thee * before out of Bul- 
| and Melanéthoz, was Nicholas Stock, aman every way 
-, | anfwerable to his name, for a very b/ock-headwas he. Robertus 
|, Gallus had a vifion, wherein he faw the Pope faying Maffe with 
a Capite arido : a lean *, meagre, anda drye head, like as if it had been made 
er macilento.al of wood. Suchof all the world was this Stock the bead of the Ana- 
Fi effet lignen™- bantifts ; and from this block when he was hewen down in Ger- 
bSimlersptxf. any, fome > chips few into England. Although the eye of 
Bulling.li.6. | the minde of man fince the Fall, is like to the eye of an Owle, 
padv. Anabapt. that cannot endure the bright beames of the Sun of righteouf- 
‘nefle: and howfoever God in the firftplanting of the Gofpel 


fed Itali- | made.ufe of illiterate men, fuch as were Tent-makers and Fifh- 


Bam.» Galliam ¢r-men; tothe end that all might know, that He that planteth 
Bjamdudum per-\ and he that watereth 1s nothing, but all is Gods, who giveththe in- 
Bvegaiecl, O° cregfe: yet when the eye of mans underltanding is anointed 
with the eye-falve of the ¢ Spirit, the clearer and fharper the eye 
Becle- is, the better it difcerns both fpirituall and natural! objects 
fe Chriftiplu- and fince the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit have failed in the 
yimum negetts Church, the learnedft men whofe knowledge God fandified to 
medi, feCon. that ufe, have proved the worthieft inftruments of his glory, in 
Pprosiaiming the doétrine of faving Grace ; ang 4 turning many 
eft Inmine | who foine a Stars in the skie for evermore. 
piritus directa. And as it remaines a blot upon Feroboam and his houfe, never 
ta be wiped our, that he made of the Jowef? of the people Priefts 
BURG» 13+33*\ of she bigh places: fo it is not one of the leaft brands of the 
Rowsane ‘Antichrift, that he filled the Church witha number of 
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ignorant Mafle- Priefts, Monkes and Friers: who, blinde guides 
as they were, of the blinder people, fell together with them into the 
ditch of {uperftition, herefie, and fenfuality. And thinke we 
the blindeft men are the fitteft to draw them out ofit? This 
is the Anabaptifts judgement; who as the Romanifts teach igno- 
rance to be the mother of devotion, fo thefe to be the mother of 
Propheticall revelation, or interpretation. For PobaTufcove- __ 
rer, © aGold-{mith of Warendorp, pretending himfelfeto be a ¢Hiftory of the 
Prophet fent from God, commanded the Senate in AZunfter d>aptilts. 
to remove all their Magia, an put down all their Prea- 
chers, as well Evangelicks, as Papifts; and to place in their 
room twelve fimple illiterate men to expound the Word of 
God to the people, without any help of Arts or Tongues, by 
meer Enthufiafmes, or fudden infpirations and ejaculations. 
Another of their Prophets, Zohn  Afatthias, commanded that f Sleid-Com. 
none fhould keep any book in his houfe but the Bible; where- 
uponall the bookes that were found in any Library, Study, or eilabie all 
Houfe, fave Bibles, were brought into the Market place, and yum deinceps 
abone-fire made of them. But better all thefe obftinate Se&ta~ librum baberent 
ries were burnt at a {take,then fuch a bone-fire made in this King- @ fbierva- 
dome: after which would follow the rine ofall Schools and pa sheer 
Univerfities, and more then egyptian darknefle through the gyos omnesin 
wide Kingdome. Since the extraordinary gifts of Prophecy and publicum refer- 
Languages have ceafed inthe Church, fecular learning hath been 7 jufit,&> abe- 
asthe Day-/tarre appearing in the Firmament of the Church be- ppipaen Ty 
fore the Sas; and where no Day-ftar going before, no Sun- rue arcepif 
rifing after. Asfor rude Mechanicks, andunlettered Artificers, cebst-itaque 
to chufe them for our guides to the Celeftiall Canaan, is all one, magne numero’ 
as if an Army, to mrch by night over narrow bridges, and by 4% depertas 
fearefull precipices, fhould by common confent, eleét pur- remo _ 
blind men to lead the way; or aFleet at fea after they have 
cut the line, and faile under an unknown Climate ina rough fea, — 
and tempeftuous weather, fhould among ail the Marinerschufe ~ 
the unskilfulleft Pilots, to fteer the courfe. We read fh the — 
Apocalyps of a & Starre called Wormewood, bitter inthe effects » apoe.c8.11 
and influences ; but a Star in the light thereof. Such have been | 
the Authors, Devifers, and Broachers of other herefies ; bitter 
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indeed in their tenets, and diftaftefuil in their manners; yet 
Stars for their light of learning: whereas thefe falfe teachers, 


ut as chips out of Nicholas Stock, refemble brands of hell 


fire, in which there isa Setring beat, but no light at all. Perufe, 
ifchou pleafe (ChriftianRreader) allthe ancient herefies /i/Ped 
by Epiphanius, Aucuftine, Philaftrius, Alfonfus a Caftro, Am- 
brofius de Rufconibus, and others; and thercin thou fhal finde 
the Ring-leaders great Clerks, and acute Sophifters. Whence 
is that true obfervation of Tertullian, Philofophi hereticorum 
Patriarche , Philofophers bave been the great Grandfathers 
Hereticks ; but of this bafe and contemptible Sect of the Stoc- 
kites, there was never yet heard any profeflor ofeminent lear- 
ning,neither is there like ever to be:for learning they hold rather 
a difparagement, then ornament ; an extinguifher, then 
kindler of their new light, and ftrange fire. In a groffe an 
foggy miftaclear light cannot long fhine ; for either the light 
will pierce through the mift, or the mift will damp the light : 
fo, if ic fhould fall out that any great Scholar fhould be admit- 
ted into their communion, either their groffe errours would in 
time put out the light of hisknowledge, or the clear light of his 
knowledge foon difpell the, mift of their ignorance and palpable 
errors. Which need the leffe confutation, becaufe they contra- 
di& themfelves as much as the truth. For, ti) 
_ Firft., they condemn the baptifme of children upon this 
ground, becaufe they fay they cannot be aflured of the truth 


pra- of their faith, and repentance ; by which reafon they fhould 


forbid or forbeare the chriftening of men in riper years alfo, for- 


 afmuch as thefe teachers can be no way affured of the fincerity 


of their fcholars.faith, and true purpofe of amendment of life. 
For though they profeffe the one, and promife the other; yet 
they may doe it in hypocrifie, and for worldly ends. Or, ifthey 


. willfay, we ought to believe their profeffion and promife for 


themfelves, why then ought we not as well to beleeve their pro- 


feffion and promife for their children , when the fathers or 


Godfathers undertake forthemattheFont? 
Secondly,they preach the doétrine of mortification of the flefh, 


-and.crucifying the thereof; and yet withall chey-maintam 


puralicy. 


Contradiai- 
ons in the do- 
and 
&ices of the 
Anabaptifts 


under the title of fpirituall mariages, with thofe of their owne 
| 


Conjugium vocat, hoc pretexit nomine culpam. 


Thirdly, they allow of no fet formes of prayer, or ftudied 
Sermons ; becaufe fuch asthe conceive, who ufe them, pray xot 
by the Spirit : yet themfelves in their Affemblies make ufe of 
(ct Hymnes and Pfalmes; which notwith{tanding they make 
usbeleeve they fing by the Spirit, according to the example of 
the Apoftle : J will pray with the fpirit, and will pray with under- 
flanding alfo ; I will fing with pirit, and will fing with under- 

f Fourthly, they cry upthe do@trine of the Croffe, and boaft 
much of their fuffering for righteoufneffe fake :. yet where they 
pet any f{trength, and can make head, they refift the powers or- 
dained uf God, and make war againft our lawfull fuperiors, as we 
may fee in Sle:dex, Gaftius, and Guy-de- Bres. 

Fiftly, they inveigh again{t covetoufnefle, and to extirpate 
that root of all: evil, teach men to renounce all propriety in 
their goods, and to have all things in common: Yet they rob 
Monatteries; plunder townes ahd villages, rifle houfes, and 
_turne the wicked, as they termethem, out of their poffeffions, 
andhold them themfelves. And when they are upbraided with 
this their rapine, they alledge thac text for themfelves, The 
-meeke fhalt poffeff[e the-earth, prefuming themfelves to be thofe 
meeke ones, though we fhall prove them hereafter to bea moft 
-cruell and bloody 

Sixthly, they teach that the office of a Civill Magiftrate cannot 
confift with Chriftian perfeétion, yet they themfelves in AZun- 
fter and elfewhere had a Con/ul, and Senatours, and a Head/- 
man ot their own, yea, and a King alfo, Leyden the Tay- 
ler, who ftitched ap a Kingdome in ont year, and ravelled it ont 

Seventhly, they {trip themfelves ftarke-naked, not only when 
they flock in great multitudes, men’ and womerf together, to 
their Zordans to be dipt; but alfo upon other occafions, when the 


plurality of wives, and adulterous and inceftuous copulations, 
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feafon permits: and when they are queftioned for it, they 
fhelrer this their fhameleffe at, with the Proverb, Veritas nuda 
eft, the truth isnaked, and defires no vaile, mafque, or guile : 
which reafon, if it were good, would hinderthem from hol- 
ding private Conventicles as they doe: and, when there is 
procefle ont againft them, running into corners to hide them- 
felves: for, asthe Proverb is, Veritas nuda eft, truth ts naked : 
which warranteth them, as they conceive, co throw off their 
cloathes: fo alfo there is a like Proverb , Veritas non quarit 
angulos, Truth feekes no nor innocency ftarting holes, 
yettheydoe. 

Laftly, incheir Confeffion printed this year, they find them-_ 
felves agrieved with the name of Anabaptift, faying, they are 
falfly fo called: yet it is well known they all of themeither 
ré-baptize or are re-baptized, and confequently are properly 
dyatiarisar actively or paflively. But, as Corvinus in his elder 
age fo quite loft his memory, that he forgot his own name: fo 
thefe are fo ignorant , that they know not their own proper 
name, Ifthefe difclaim fecond baptifme, they are none of the 
fe: if they practice it, how can they truly fay chat they are 
‘falfly caHed Anabaptifts ? Anabaptifts be their nick-name, 
what is their right name, whereby they may be diftinguifhed 
from other Chriftians, Catholike or Hereticks?. They have 
‘hithertobeen known in general by no other names then of Ana- 
baprifts or Catabaptifts ; and never abarrell better herring. An 
Anabaprift deprives children of baptifme, and a Catabaptiltwe- 
praves baptifine. A Catabaptift may fometimes be no Anabap- 
tilt , fuch as was Leo Copronymus, who defiled the Font at his 
_-baptifme, yet was he not: chriftened again’: but every Angpap- 
tiftis neceflarily a Catabaptift, for the reitegation of that 1 aii 
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‘ment isan abufe and pollution thereof. = 
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That the Anabaptifts are a lying and blafphemous [e&,falf 
tending to divine Vifions and Revelations, 


All devifers of new Religions and fpitituall 
| 


| 
. 
| 
4 
4 


their new do@rine and worthip to fome divine authour, either 
God himfelfe, or fome Angel fent from him ; and this they doe, 
not fo muchto amufe the a to fecure their tenets from 


the hazard of difputes, and exempt their perfons and actions © 


from the teft of examination. He that fpeaketh from the earth, 
and bears himfelfe upon humane authority and reafon, can gain 
no more upon his hearers, then the point of his fword, or dint 
of his arguments can enforce their affent therennto: but he 
that fpeaketh as fromheaven, captivateth our reafon, and eafily 
perfwades us to refigne oureyes tohim, whe dwelleth in a light 
that none ean approach unto, In humane debates and confultati- 
ons we are not to regard fo much gus as guid, who is hee 
that fpeaketh, as what it isthatis fpoken: but contrariwife, 
in celeftiall myfteries , and difputes about religion, we are 
not fo much to refpeét guidas guts, what is that which our be- 
leefe muft embrace, as who he is that commands our affent : if 
it be he who endued us with reafon, all reafon there is that our 
reafon fhould vaile bonet to him): whence is that golden Apho- 
rifme of S. Gregory, Dui in fattis Dei rationem non invenit, tn inm 
firmitate {ua rationem invenit, cur rationem non invensat ; «« He 
<< who enquires into celeftiall myfteries, and is ata fault in his 
cc fearch, and can find no reafon why fuch things fhould be fo, 
cc findes a fufficient reafon in his own infirmity, why he cannot 
« dive into the reafon thereof. His meaning is, the p/ummer of 
_ mans wit tstoo /ighr, and the /ine of his difcourfe too fhort, to 
found tne botcome of thefe depths. For this caufe it is that the 


natural! reafon abhors, to preventall reafonings about them, 
them. feigned that he 


broachers of new and abfurd ren or ritesin Religion, which __ 


pretend to divine Revelations fo 


deffe tigrria, and from her received his Rituall; AZshomer, 


thathe difcourfed with the inehine whofe dictates are 


ejufque monite accepta Diss [abv a 
regi~ 


Valerius 


um rex, in 


“> 


confulted with ?upirer in adeep vault, and from him received mus,).1,c.2. 
hislaw: Numa, that he had private conference withthe god- Minos Cren 


quoddam 
altuim /pecus 

cedere fol f 
& in 6a moratus tanquam Jove, que ortum ferebat , traditas fibi leges prevogabat, ihid.'Ni 
ma Pompilius, ut facvis obligaret, wolebat vider (ibi cum Dea Hgeria congreffius efenotty 


t Tim.6.16. 
| 
| 


fegiftred in the Alchoran: the Helce/aites, they had a book 
BAnabapr|.:.  fent down from heaven,in which al Divine mylteries were revea- 
BezHelcelaite fed,which whofeever heard read, fhould prefently receive remif- 
tabantur li- Gon of fins. In like manner, Stock, Muncer, Melchior, Georgius, 
Tufcoverer, and others, by whofe hands the envious man in thefe 
ie. exe myfic- Satter dayes fowed the tares of Anabaptifme, have deluded 
via vefque divi- the people with pretended infpirations, vifions, dreames and 

Bers quequif- * Nicholas Stock gave it out, that God {pake to him by an An- 

Whe at gel,and revealed to him his willin dreams, promifing him the 


difjct, 
alge place of the Angel Gabriel. 
confequi. — 


* Guy-de-Bref, 1, i. cont, Anabapr. Ils fongoyent des fonges, difoyent gue par vifionsils par- 


Loyent familicrement avec Dieu, & prefchoyent tels fonges pur veritables, & comme Oracles divin 
A lomrs difciples. 


Next tothis Nicholas Stock, Thomas Muncer was molt fa 

nie or ali mous in che Anabaptifts Chronicle, who, when the people that 

Deum nobis af- Were difcontented with their Magiftrates, and encouraged by 

Piturum,no- their hereticall teachers to rebell in Franconia, drew themfelves 

rama; fore vi- into the body of an army : This (@uacer marched not in the 

Beriam: Nam place (affigned for falfe Prophets) in rhe taile, but in the head, 

and there made an oration to the fouldiers : «« Advance, brave 

Spirits, ride on with your honour, and your right hand thall 

<¢teach you terrible things: for God hath revealed unto me, 

cc that the day fhall be yours: he promifed me, he who cannot 

<< lie nor deceive, aflured me, that he willfight foryou: let nor 

. «¢the Princes artillery terrific you, forthis robe of mine fhall 

sc receive, and dead all the bullets fhot atyou: lookeupto 

wiervefaciant «<< the skye, fee you not there a raine-bow in the clouds, the. 

bimebelli- ¢< colours whereof we beare in our Streamers and Ancients, and | 

«can ye yet doubt of victory, fich God, asyou fee, himfelfe 
nos ‘© isour Standard-bearer, and the heavens weare our colours? A 

iicient, vee new topick, andatruc kind of preaching, according to Anthony — 


fumexcep- 4 Coneig ftenhis method, Per colores rhetoricos. 
2. 


illins is nos perperme ; oculos arcum eet 


leftem mibi cer 


4 


gum envi in vexilto noftro fit idem depittus arétus, clare fignificat bot fimulachro fe 
But 


| 
Le 
| 


" But the event anfwered not expectation : the dow in the clouds 


did them no fervice at allin their warre, neither did their 


het Afuncer his robe ferve as a target of {teel to repel!, and dead 


all the bullets fhot againft them ; but as foone as ever this army 
of the Boares, and that other of the Princes were engaged, the 
people were miferably flaughtered with Veni Creator Spiritus in 


their mouthes, expecting that God fhould fight for them frem: 
heaven, according to Muncers Of Georgius and Adel- 


chior Hofman, {ee before Seé.1. 

* After AZuncer and his chiefe affociates, and Phifer, who de- 
luded the people as much with |dreames, as AZuncer with vi- 
fions, had a¢ted their parts, Jobx Beco/d, commonly known 
by the name of John of Leyden, in Iohw Tufcoverer came up- 
onthe Stage, and they fo well acquitted themfelves in the per- 
fons they took upon them, that the one gained the reputation 
ofa Prophet, theotherthe title, and (foratime ) the power 
of a King: Firlt, John of Leyden, 
ing a propheticall fpirit) puts ofthis cloathes, and runs naked 
through the City of Afunffer, crying, The King of Sion 2s come, 
the King of Sion «come : Thenreturning home, falsinto a dead 
fleep, dreames for three days ea and, as foone as he a- 
waked, feignes himfelfe fpeechlefie, and by fignes demands pa- 
per andinke, and fets downe twelve men, moft of them mean 
cradefmen, tobe governours of the City of AZux/fer ; whereto 
he addes certain conclufions, that aman was not tyed to one 
wife, bur that he might marry as many ashe pleafed; and fuch 


other hereticall pofitions. Not long after this dumbe Prophet 


gaining his fpeech told the people, that the fpirit of prophecy 
was gone fromhim, and now refted in one John Tufcoverer, a 
* Goldfmith : this new Prophet, having called an affembly, 
declared before them, that ic was the will of the heavenly Fa- 
ther, that John Leyden fhould be King of the whole world, 
As, faith he, God fet Sand to be King in J/rae/, and after him 
David taken from the fheep-fold ; fo hath he appointed Johx 
Becoldhis Prophet to be King in ion Suetonius writeth, that 
after Caligala made himfelfe a God, hee ordajned his great 
horfe after the Heathen rite to be a Prielt: Dignus profetta, faith 

L Bencis 


n afanaticall fury (pretend-— 


* Ovitur 
pheta 
OX 


calam 
Patris 
tum, ut imperim 
um totins 
terrarum Joe 
annes Leiden# 
fis obtineat, 


? 
* 
“ 
* 
— 
& 
4 


sg ¥. 494: 


tali Deo Sacerdos, tali Sacerdote Deus ; like God, 
B@encius or2, 3. like Prieft : In like manner we may fay here mofttruely, Like 
‘Prophet like King; a Smith-forge prophet, and a 
board King; fobn Leyden confecrates Tufcoverer a Propher, 
Berd,Anabopt. crownes him a King. And, as Leyden 
Ps? == dumb Zachary, fo, Gaftius reports of a woman who took up- 
sie ape on herto act the part of 7xdith about the middle of the fiege 
exen- Of Munffer : This Prophetefle made the people beleeve, that 
plum : mulier God had put into her the fpiric of Zadieh, and that fhe would 
quedam obpdi- soe City, and never return, till fhe had brought back 
a gag the Bifhops head; having cut it off, as Iudith did the head of 
¥pifcope faltu- Holufernes: fhe was not fo mad, but divers of the Citizens were 
ram pollicere- as fool:fh; for they put in gorgeous apparell, and dreft her 
tur.guod Judith jike Judith ; and {he premeditated a fpeech like tohers: but fhe 
Froloferni, &. contd not keep her own counfell : For, before fhe came into the 
PA al prefence of the Bifhop, her intent was difcovered , and inftead 
of cutting off the Bifhops head,the loft her own.I fhall troub‘e 
thee, Chriftian Reader, but with oneinftance more. As Biddu/ph 
wr.teth in his Travels, that the Darvifes (which are accompred 
Prophets among the Turks) run round fo long till they fall 
down, as it were, in a trance ; and after they have lien in.a fee- 
ming dead fleep for the fpace of an houre or more, rifing op, 
they deliver their dreams for divine Oracles : fo at Abberela, 
acertain fort of Anabaprifts fell down on the fudden, as if the 
fwooned ; holding their breath fo long as they could poffibly, 
i tillthey fwelled, and looked black in the face: in fo much thac 
the ftanders by were affrighted ac the fight : in the end, after. 
they were out of their extafic, and come tothemfelves, they _ 
told the people what God {pake unto them in their Raprure : 
vom quam namely, that Zwinglins erred inhis doctrine of Baptifme, that 
iatifimepeteft the chriftning of children was unlawfull, and that before two 
came toan end, the day of judgement fhould be; and 
* truely the former revelations were as true as the latter : it is now 
og, fall an hundred years fince Gaftio his Book was printed at Baf// 


(namely, in the year 1544.) And he relateth this Prophecy of 
theirs, as much moreancient then his book: fo farre were thefe 
Bpileptick Prophets out in 


—OsseER. 
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OssERVAT. III. 


That the Anabaptifts are an impure and carnal Sett, 


Ina foule and fpotted glaffe we cannot perfectly fee ‘our face, 
neither in a foule and impure fonfe, is there any cleare refic@tion 
ofthe Image of God, God isa moft pure and holy Spirit, and 
none are capable of, his divine irradiations, and heavenly 
influences, but pure mindes and chaft bodies : on the contrary, 
the Devil is tearmed in the Gofpel the unclean 
/pirit, who as he once befought our Saviour to give him leave 
ro enter into the heard of {wine : fo wherefoever hee now 
enters, and whatfoever foule or body he poffefleth, he maketh 
itanafty Sty. As the true Religion, whereof God is the Au- 
thor, 1 undefiled beforeGod ; fo all falfe worfhip of God, devi- 
fed by Satan and his inftruments, is both defiled in it felfe with 
Idolatry or fuperfticion, and defileth alfo the foules and con- 
fciences of all that praétife it. Hence ic is that the Profeflors 
thereof are termed by Saint 7ude, /pots and blots; darke {pots 
in regard of the errours of their edicts and foule blots 
in regard of the impurity of their Jives and converfations. Such 
were the falfe Prophets whom Saint Peter fets out in thetr co- 
lours, << having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot ceafe 


<< from fin ; who allure through the lufts of che flefh, through © 
<< much wantonneffe, thofe who for a while efcaped from them; — 


«< who live inerrour, to whom it is happened according tothe 


proverbe : the dogge is turned to his owne vomit again,and 


«< the fow chat was wafhed, to her wallowing in the mire. 

Such were thofe ungodly men, Saint fude {ets a marke upon, 
that turned the grace of our God into lafciviou[neffe, verfe 4, gave 
themfelves over to fornication, and going after ftrange flefs, verfe 
7. filthy dreamers, defiling the flefh, de[pifing dominions, and /pea- 
king evill of dignities, verfe 8. Such were the Nécolaitanes , and 
the Difciples of fezabeil branded by the Spirit, Apoc. 2, 6. 20, 


Who defiled the marriage bed, and feduced the fervants of God 


to commit fornication , and to .y things facrificed unto Idols. 
2 


Such 


Mat.10.1, 
Mark 1.27.& 
C.3.11.0.6.7. 
Mat.8.313, 
James 1.ult. 


| 
2 Pet. 2.44. 


Stich were moft of the anciene Arch-hereticks, who as them- 
meron, ad Cref. felves were caught, fo they caught others, ¢/ca voluptatis, with 
a flefby bait : their Minions are upon record, * Simon Magus 
of had his Helenu, Apelles his Philumenu, Montanus his Maxi- 
Myicisadjutus ™illa, Donatus his Lucilia, Elpidius his Agape, Prifcillian his 
 Galla,and others their Miftrefles. Not to telf you of Sergius the 
<ap.t7-19- Pope his Marozia, Gregorie the feventh his ALatilds, Alexan- 
der the fixt his Lucretia, Leo the tenth hts AZagdalena, and Paul | 
il third his Con/Pantia in which confideration I perfwade 
Pontan, inCa- my felfe, that the degencrating See of Rome is termed in the 
tal.Slciden. Apocalypfe, the great whore; not onely becaufe fhe commits” 
Comite. fpirituall fornication in her idolatrous:worthip of Saints, Ima- 
ges, and Reliques : but becaufe fhe permits corporall tolera- 
ting Srewes, and ferting an ¢afie rate upon all che impure vents 
vivumnoneffe of luxury, naturall and unnaturall. And though the Familifts, | 
devinitumunt Libertines, and Anabaptifts, {tand in oppofition to Papitts ; 
ver the great fowler of foules catchet them all with the fame 

aitius },1.de d Eamil | 
Anabap.Ex- foule bira-lime of impure lufts. Of the Libertines, and amie 
ord.\p.25- lifts, Ineed not fpeake ; they have difcovered their filthinefle in| 
Noneft-aduite- the face of the Sun: and for the Anabaptifts, all their often 
yium apud nes, wafhing will neither cleanfe their confcience from ‘the suilc, 

moe Nox their reputation from the ftaine of carnall impurity : For 
eundemque/pi- | 
though they rolerate not Srewes as the Pope doth, yet they al- 
usmibil low of plurality of wives, and moft uncleane practifes un- 
pud nos der the name of fpirituall mariages ; nay, fome of them have 
Hot bluthe to affirme, that none of their Sect can commit adul- 
babemus becanfe adalterium, according to the Etymology, ad al- 
biritum, terum, is folly committed with another mans wife, and defiling 
pumcorpus anothersbody: but al that are of their fociety are knit one to the 
vende other that they are al one bedy jas wel as one {pirit.They had no foo-. 
2 oye +2 ner inftill’d this doétrine into the weaker Sex, but two maids at 
Santtogall, immediately after their fecond baptifm, made fhip- 
wblice ami- | Wiack oftheir virginity ; and athird, dafhing at the fame rock, 
dverfumeR and being calied in queftion by the Magiftracy for her inconti- 
ov mpg nency, profeffed, that fhe out of her pure confeiencedid it ; thar 
18> Play d-the Whore: For the Ring-leaders of our Seé& told me, 
fcifcerent, inculpate pudicitie fuerunt, fed fimul atque corpusin Catabaptifmnm immerferant, 
pale funt-virginitate. Anabap.c.2. 
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Said foe, that it was the wil of the heavenly Father, that J foould 
deny none the debt of Spiritwall marrimomse ; proptereafui ad 
omnia obedientiffima omnibus, gui /piritualismatrimonii debita por 
ftulabant.Fobn of Leyden their King and Prophet himfelfe,chough 
he pretended to never fo much holinefle, yet was obferved by 
a fouldier in the night to {teal from his wives bed and to truckle 
with the maid ; which to colour, he made her his wife : and co 
juftific the marriage, he fell into that Propheticall fleep 1 {pake 
of before, and after he had dreamed three dayes and three nights 


together, proclaimed his er for a divine Oracle, that no 


man was tyed to one wife : after which his Proclamation, all his 
Subjects ran to the handfomeft women inithe City , itriving 
who fhould be ferved firft; and fome witha forme of {pirituall 
contrat, fome without ir, fo blafted the faireft Howers in all 


that was not vitiated. | 

Of the like ftain, though not altogether of the fame f{train, 
were the two falfe Prophets difcovered in London, 1642, Richard 
Farnham, and }ohx Bull : Whereof one of them, Richard Farn- 


Munfter, that there Was not a Tf of fourteen yeares of age,. 


hm the Weaver, to make a more fenfible. (as he conceived) de- 
monftration of his extraordinary calling, like to that of Hofea, 


tooke to himfelfe a wife of fornicutions, a Sea-faring mans wife ; 
who returning home, laid her in Newgate, where fhe wasat- 
raigned and condemned for having two husbands: yet through 
mercy obtained aReprieve. But I will couch no more upon this 
Pitch, left I defile my hands and the Readers eyes therewith. 


OxspsERVAT.IV. 
That the Anabaptifts are acruell and bloody Seth. 


Suetonius writeth, that aPhyfiognomer being demanded | 


what he thought concerning the: naturall inclination) and 


conftitution of Tiberius the Emperour, anfwered, I feeinhim 


dirt mingled with blond Thereby, in- 
timating, that he would prove a moft lewd, fafcivions, and 
eruell Emperour ; the dirt inhis complexion reprefenting filthi- 
neffe, and the blood, Cruelty. Such is the temper of the Anabap- 
Lil 3 «tilts, 

| 


See the printed 
‘Relation,two 


yeares fince 


publifhed, - 


Sucton.in 
‘Tiberii; Lam 
tum 


tilts, filthy and impure, asI have fhewed before ; and, which is 
far worfe, cruell and bloody. | | 

_ As it is the peculiar Attribute of God to be the Savionr, 
and Pyeferver of Mankinde : fothe Devils proper name isin 
Heb baddon , in Greek Apollyon, that is, The Deftroyer. 
He was x murderer from the beginning, as our Saviour teacheth 
us: feducing our firft Parents; and by his fuggeltion bringing in 


fin, and, by fin, death upon them, and all their pofterity. He was 
 acceflary to the firft murther that ever wascommitted, by Caiz, 
upon the body of his brother Abel; aed 


: Fraterno primum maducrunt fanguine terre ; 


and fince he hath beene the ruine and deftru@tion of many milli- 


-onsof men: 


‘Firlt, under the colour of Religion, inducing them facrifieare 


bumanas hoftias, to butcher men in facrifices to him : In fome pla- 


--e@stheir Parents, as among{t the Zribalii ; in others their chil- 


drén, asin the vally of Hinnon: among the Indians, their Kings 


cand Priefts; and in other | Sammons cither the beft of men, or 


the neareftofblood. 
Secondly, by imbroyling {ingle men in duels, Families in frayes 


and riots, Kingdomes in wars, both forain, and domefticall. 

~ Laftly,by railing perfecutions againft the true fervants of God, 
and maintainers of the Orthodoxe Faith: In the firft Ages of 
~ the Church, by Heathen Emperours ; inthe middle, by the A- 


rians and Antitrinitarians ; and inthe latter, by the Antichrift 
ofRome, and his Adherents. As for the Herefie of the Anabap- | 
tilts, ic is neither fo ancient as fome of the former; neither was 
it ever fo farce difperfed, neither had it power to doe fo much 
and make fuch havock of the 
it rit fprung upin Germany , it hath caufed and occafioned the 
effafion of very much blood, as I declared before in the Intro- 
duction to this Treatife; and by afew inftances, as it were, ex 
fimbria de textn, by the Lift and felvedge, you may judge how 


“deeply the cloth is died in bod. 


To pafie by the horrible parricide committed in the field of | 


| the Santie-Galh by an Anabaptift upon his own brother, which | 


Gaftius 
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brother (nothing aware of hw bloo 1 


ther, fifters, and the whole family, commands him there to kneel 


tremadwifitun 
head, and throes st at the feet of his parents: whereat they were fo sanétoG 
fium agro quis | 
quomodo polerit 
memor are ? 
advocat frater fratrem, nibil tale cobisantel, in matris, fororum, totiufque familie confef- 
mifit, corripit frater enfem quem 
in hoc attulerat, atque per fratrisjugulum portinus adegit, Caputque detondi 
dibus advolutum pettora exanimat ; relique corporis trunco magna cruoris vis emanat;: concidunt 


down before them, and [uddenly Whips out his (word, and cuts off his 


affrighted, that they died mad: the murderer himfelfe defending 
the tat, and faying, Valuntas Des impleta eft. 


fum, jubet ut in medio genu deponat ; ut autemifte in genua [efedi 


alque amentia emoriuntur quetquot adfunt. 


At the firlt rifing of the Anabaprifts in Sueviaand Franconia, 
to the number of forty thonfand, they killed all the Nobles and 
Gentry that made any head to ftoptheir popular fury. And no 
-marvell the peoples fingers were dipt in bood, when their Kisig 

and Prophets whole hands and a were imbrued init. Tho. 
-Mencer their Prophet, Senatour, and Generall (for he wasall 
thefe) in the firft Speech he made in the head of his army by 

Frankhus, (above mentioned) told the people, «< That it was 
Gods promife, that che fhould wath their feet in the 
<< blood of the wicked ; and therefore he exhortéeth them ro fall 
cc pell-mell upon all che Princes, and Magiftrates, and Land- 
ce lords, as A ae and theeves, that fucked the blood of the 
«c people, and lived in luxury and wantonnefie; and co kill every 
«c mothers fon of their enemies, and offerthem up, was an ac- 
ce ceptable facrifice unto God. 

Another Prophet of theirs, ?7obn Matthias by name, who 
boare great fway with the people, when a Black-fmith pinched 
him with a difgracefull feofte, calling him cacatwm Propbetam, 
he procured him to be condemned to death, and himfelfe would 
needs be the executioner, wounding him firft with a halbert, and 
the wound proving not mortalf, he after fhot him through with 
a piftoll: then fhedding a few Crocodile teares, and feemingto 
take compaffion on him, he pardoneth him for his rafh fpecch, 
faying, that God was reconciled tohim, and that he hada reve- 


lation from heaven, . that the man fhould not die ofhis wo 


* Gaftins relateth after this manner:T he elder brother by the infti- » 
gation of the Devill, having his (word under hus hel cals his Imm 

intent) before his father, mo- cidium quod 
in 


unds:- 
yec- 


Lib. 


fe 


I.p.22. 
eparii- 
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_ the’man dying a few dayesafter. Aman would thinke that their 


Taylor, King fobs of Leyden, fhould ratherufe the needle, then 
the rapier or fword; yet, when foon after his Coronation he 


made a great feaft, bidding at leaft 4000. men and women, be- 


rween the firft and fecond courfe, he accufeth a man of high trea- 


fon, and cuts off his head with his own-hand, and returnes mer- 


“middie, between, ambition and haughtineffe in the excefle, and 


ry tofupper, and after fupper, with the fame blondy hand takes 
upon him to adminifter the bleffed Sacrament of the body and 
bloud of our Saviour: and not long after, when there was a 
famine in the City of Afwsfer, and yet the King and his Courti- 
ers abated nothing of their variecy of full difhes, and one of his 
fifteen wives(for fo many he had )fomewhat more confciencious 
then the reft, faid, that fhe thought God was not well pleafed 
with their feafting and rioting in che palate, when the people 
pined for hunger in their houfes, an 

the ftreets ; the King, being told of it, brought her to the mar- 
ket-place , with other of his wives, and making her kneel 


down, there cut off her head, and commanded his other wives to 


fing and give praifes for it to the heavenly Father. Te will be here 
faid, that our Anabaptilts in Exg/and, were never arraigned or 


_ cgndemned for any fuch crimes, and that they feem to be a filly 


and harmleffe people: yet let us take heed how we fuffer the 


of the Cockatrice to remaine amongft us ; for when they 


be hatched, there will breake out of them moft venemous fer- 
pents. The Lion, when he is very young, is rather gamefome 
then ravenous, or cruell ; but whenhe growes big, and knowes 
his own ftrength, being hunger-bit, he rans roaring abroad, fee- 
king whom he may devour, | 
OBSERVAT. V. 

That the Anabaptifts are a prophane and a facrilegious Set. 


4 


> ' As morall ‘vertue is placed in the middle between two ex- 


treames; the one in the exceffe, the other inthe defect: for 
Sempre: liberality isin the middle, betwixt prodigality in the 
excefle, and covetoufnefle in the defe& : magnanimity in the 
+ isi or bafenefle inthe defect : fortitude or true valour. 
in 


many died famithed in - 
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yet he proved, as in other things, fo inthat, afalfePropher, 
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concerning tPemect of Anabaptifts. 

in the middle, betweene temerity or fool-hardineffe in the 
exceffe, and cowardize in the defect : fo alfo true Religion, 
hath her proper feat in the middle, betweene faperftition in 
the excefle, and prophaneneffe in the defeé& : and of the two 
extreames, prophaneneffe is the worfe, becaufe it is neer neigh- 
bour to Athet{me, which plucks up all Religion by the root, out 
of the heart. Re/igio is focalled areligands, becanfe it bindeth 
. the foule to God with the girdle of verity : this golden belt of 
verity, fuperftition tyes too hard and ftrait, prophaneneffe too 
wide and loofe. Afuperftitious man feareth God in fach a fort 
as he ought not,a prophane perfon feareth him not as he ought: 
the fuperftitious attribute that worfhip to God whichhe requ‘- 
reth not, the prophane yeeld him not that worfhip he requireth : 
fuperftition attireth Religion over gorgeoufly, prophane- 
nefle ftrips her of her neceflary dreffe of decent rites and cere- 
monies: in aword, fuperitition offers to God what he claimes 
not for hisown ; prophaneneffe facrilegioufly robs him of that 
which is his own in a particular manner. In deteftation of 
which ungodly difpofition in men, both Greeks and Latines 
have a proverbiall fpell, txas ise Céfnacr, procul efte profanis 
and, Ods profanum vulgus c arceo, faith the Poet : Away 
with prophane perfons, joyne not hands with thofe who fin- 
ger holy things: If it be burglary to break into mens houfes, 
and rifle them, what is it to rifle Churches ? If it be felony to 
rob men, what is it to rob God? The Anabaptifts here, 


with a heart of adamant, and brow of braffe, will be ready to 


anfwer, that, like diftrafted men , we rave at we know not 
whom, wecry down fuch a fin as, hath no exiftence : that the 
word facriledge or holy theft, isa meer {car-crow or bug-beare to 
fright fools. For thofe things that are truely holy are laid up in 
the foule, as the graces of the Spirit, which cannot be p/undered; 


as for outward things there is no holinefle in them; neitherin 
Churches, nor in Altars, nor in beam nor in Pulpits, norin .. 


Veffels or Veftments, nor in Glebes or Centries. What, thou 


prophane E/au, are there no Sabbaths now to be hallowed ? 
no Sandtuaries to be reverenced 2? no Sacraments to be admini- 
{tred ? no facred Oblation to be made? no duties to be paid 
to God, and thofe who attend on his feryice 2 didft thou 
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vie heare of a diftinétion ofatwo-fold holineffe, inherent and 
gelative, or, asfome rather phrafe it, /ubjeftiva and objeftiv., 

| a holineffe in the fubject, and a holincfic in the object? inherenc 
|  hélineffe no intelligent man ever attributed to outward and 
4 inanimate things; for that holineffe isa fruic of faith, produ- 
ced in the foule by the operation of the holy Spirit, qua nec e- 
nec furrivi pote; but for relative holinefe, no religions 
mi Chriftian ever denied it to thefe things. The ground of which 
y@lative holinefle is Gods intereft in then, either by 
-yertue of his own claim, and challenge cothem, or by the free- 
will-offcring, donation and dedication of them to him by god- 
lyperfons. In which regard, fome places are holy, as Temples, 
hallowed to his Name: fome dayes, as Fealts dedicated co hi 
honour: fome perfons, as Priefts and Levites under the Law, 
Presbyters and Deacons under the Gofpel, men fet apart for 
his fervice ; fome lands, profits, and emoluments, as glebes, 
| tithes, firlt-fruits, oblations, and other obventions, affig- 
| ned for the maintenance of the Miniftery : fome utenfils, as 
Fables, Fonts, Pulpits, Chalices, Veftments, and the like, 
employed in the immediate fervice and worfhip of God ; and 
to alienate unjuftly, detaine or purloine any of thefe things 
from any of thofe places, or perfons, to whom the Jaw ofthe 
Land, agreeable to Gods Law, hath appropriated or apportio-. 
mated them, is that we call Sacriledge ; which the Heathen 
_themfelves, by the glimmering light of Nature, knew not onely 
Cic.pro Role. to be a finne, but a hainows and capicall crime: for this is one 
in Of the Lawes in the twelve Tables fo much commended, Sacrum 
in  facréve commodatum qui rapfit, parricida efto Let him that fteuls 
mare projci. away any boly thing, or dedicated to a holy ufe, be punifbed as 
Brufon.  aparricide : that 1s, as fuch a one, who had murdered his fa- 
Fact. ex- ther ormother : and what was fucha perfons doom by the 
bbere mane Law? *Zo be fowed ina fack, and yaft alive inte the fea. 
Igocuntur, qua Neither was the punifhmentc leffe fevere among the Erhsopians : 
for if any were conviaced of that crime amongits them,. there 
pinafquefer-- was a potion given him to drinke , made. of divers kinds of 
oan phon -poifon, whichthey had no fooner taken off, but it wrought fo 
at mortem fbi . UpON theirfancies , that they conceived themfelves to be {tung 
-Withall kindes of ferpents; and, to rid themfelves of 
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they made away themfelve 


will be apt to’reply, What 2 the Heathen Laws tous ? How 


prove you out of Gods Word, that Sacriledge is a finne? To 


forbear other teftimonies , which might be largely infitted upon, 
Saint Paul not onely ranketh it among grievous finnes, but 
fets in adegree of impiety above Idolatry ; Thou which abbor- 
reft Idols, doeft thou commit facriledge ? as if he fhould fay, Tnou 
that fo much deteftelt Idplatty, that thou abhorreft the very 
name of an Idoll, doft thou worfe ? namely, commie facri- 
ledge ? Sacriledge, without all doubt, is worfe then Idolatry ; 
for, he more wrongeth the Dzity, who robbeth che true God 
of that which is his due, then he, who, through a miftake, ex- 
hibits honour to another in {tead of him. And that thiskinde 
of facriledge we f{peake of, whereby Churches or Church-men 
are defrauded of their duc, isno better nor worfe then rob- 
bing God himfelfe, the Prophet Afalachi affirmeth, verbs 
non tantum difcertis, fed : Wilk aman rob bis gods ? 
yet you have robbed me; but you fay, Wherein have We robbed 
thee ? In tithes and offerings : therefore are you curfed with a 
curfe, for ye have rebbed me, even this whole Nation. Ye are 


curfed wit 
man be curfed without a-curfe ? are the latter words redundant 


and fuperfluous ? doe they No fuchthing ; the learned 
know better then fo, the redoubling of the word is very 1 ape 


cant in holy Scriptures: as where we reade, Vifitando vifitabo, ia 


lere thefe prophane wretches | 


acurfe, what fa this reduplication? Can a 


Rom, 2.22. \ 


\ 


Cap.3.7.8.9, 


vifiting I will vift thee; that is,I will vific thee in afingular man-' 


ner: and Multiplicando multiplicabo, in multiplying I Will multi- 


ply thee ; that is, I will exceedingly multiply thee : and benedi- | 


cendo benedicam, in bleffing, I Will bleffe thee; that is, I will 
extraordinarily bleffe thee: fo herein the Prophet, ye all be 
enr[ed With a curfe, imports no leffe, then ye fhall be curfed with 
a {trange curfe, a fignall curfe, fuch acurfe ashe that heareth, his 
eares fhall tingle, and bisknees {mite one the other : Sucha curfe 
as was inflicted upon Xerxes, and Cepio, and ALarcus Craffus, 
and Herod, & their aflociates,for attempting or aCting thishorri- 
Yle villany. Xerxes fent an Army of 4000. to deftroy the Tem- 
pleat De/phos, and pillage all thofe precious things, which all 
thofe Kings, Princes,and Nations, who by their Embaffadours 
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frovem 4000, | 


tota manus 


confulted 


Tuftin.hift Lad 
Aerxes ante Raq 
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| and every man in his army that had fingered any of that gold, 
| came toa miferable end, and gave occafion to that Latine pro- 


| | | confulted the Oracle concerning the fucceffe of their wars, had 
| | faidup there ; but his whole Army was deftroyed by Thunder 
| and Lightning’from heaven: neither had Cepio the Conful 
|, better fuccefle, after he had fpoiled the famous Church of To- | 
 Joufe, and) from thence taken a great maffe of gold; both he 


 vetb fpoken of aman who lives miferably and dyes defperately 
g Tolofanam, furely he had fome of gold of To: 
foufe in his keeping.In like manner, AZarcus Craffus,atcer be had 

| taken 2000 talents of gold out of the Temple at eru/alem, 
which Pompey \eft there, was no fooner paft over the river Ex- 
|. phrates, then his whole army was routed by the Parthians, and 
part ofthe goldhe caufed to be carried out of the Temple, was 
_ | * 4 melted and poured into his mouth, after he was flain, with thefe 
hs aartie ‘4 words, «« Now furfeic of gold after thy death, wherewith thou 
couldft never be fatisfied all thy life long : Yet Herod, who 
not but heare of thisdyfatter of Craffus, living inthofe 
_, times and parts,would take no warning there/sysbut,underftan- 
| | ding of valk fums of mony laid up for fafety incig Temple, and 
 hidin the Sepulchre of Duvid, fent his men of war to rifle the 


place ; who, in digging,as they came to the Cave near the coffins. 
| _ Of Davidand Solomon, there, brake out thence a fire, that burnt 
~.-- | the facrilegious delvers all tq@ afhes. To thefe we may adde Be/- 

Theod. Eeclel. Coprovymus, 7ulianthe governour of the Ealt, and fer- 
vanttothe Apoltare Empefour of that name, and Fe/ix; who 
ail read a fad Lecture to,Chirch-robbers,w ritcen in Characters of 


3 


Asfoone as Belfhazzar tooke the veffels of the Temple into 
atus;Etce hishands,and caroufed in the cups,he (aw an hand on the wall wri- 


sing bis dreadfull doome. Afcer Leo, furnamed Copronymus, 
befer with Carbuncles in a Chriftian Church , and 


Mimifratur?  Coveting afterit, caufed it to be fetched from thence, and had | 
ip; fet it upon hishead;there fuddenly arofea Carbuncle in his fore- 


page head, which fuffered his temples afterwards totake noreft. And 
plieruntta. as clofe did the punifhment of the like facriledge follow | 
bx derepenie at the heels of Fulian, and Felix; for, within a few weeks after 
Felix; deriding at the‘rich plate Adaries fonne was ferved in, 
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Hing oF ANabapeiits. 


and Conftantius had dedicated to God in the new Temple at 


Fernfalem, built by Queen Helena, Gods, vengeance feifed 
upon them both, Felix dying of a fluxe of blood, and Pulian 
of the foule difeafe called the AGiferere ; which I {pare to de- 
fcribe, left ic fhould defile my pen, asic did his facrilegious morbum delap- 
mouth.Of this fin,which God fo examplarily punifhed,no fort of 


ancient hereticks or fchifmaticks were more guilty then the Do- 
natifts, trom whom our Anabaptifts are lineally defcended; for 
S. and in his Epiltle ta Bonifucius, bitterly exclaimes 
again{t them for rufhing violently into the Churches of the Ca- 
tholicks, breaking — the Altar-boards, pulling downe 
the partitions, and making havock of all things ; and herein 
our Anabaptilts their curfed off-fprings, learn to patrizare. Rot- 
man With Kuipperdolin, in the year 1534. after they had altered 
the Senate in wr ty feiled upon the Church dedicated to 
Mauricius , fituated in the Suburb; and pillaged all che other 
Churches in the City. And in Sxevia, and Franconia, Muncer 


and Phifer, two principall incendiaries among the Anabaptilts, 


made their Magazinsin the Covent of the Fraacifcans, and caft 


their Ordnance there; and ug running into the country of 


Isfield, pillageth all the Caftles, and Churches. And the Tayler- 
King, fobs ot Leyden, of the Copes, and Altar-cloathes, and 


rich veltments ({toln from the Churches which they pillaged) 


made good ufe ; and by the help af his former trade, tranflated 
them all inco apparell for himfelfe, and his Courtiers, and glit- 


tering Caparrifons for his horics.| And what evill their Difeiples 
mingled with Browwnilts, have donein the Sanétuaries of God. 

inEngland and Ireland , thoughI fhould hold my peace, the 
timber out of the beams, and the Chalices out of the Veftry, . 


together winh fwlian, had carried away all the rich prefents, 
and many veffcls of gold, which the devotion of Conftantine 
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andche marble and brafle out off the, Monuments of the dead, » 


would proclaim it to the everlafting infamy of-this prophane 
Se&. Buc it is time e/amdere rivos, to thut down the floed- gases, 
left my difcourfe be overflown with thefe madd} and: brackifs wa- 
TCKS,. ——— Sat prata biberunt. | | 2 pore 
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4 4 | 
the sintimely deaths and fearful ends of the Ring-leaders of this 
Noman knoweth either love or hatred by allthat wu before bim, 
allthings come alike to all; there us one event to the righteous, 
anh to the wicked, and tothe clean, and to the wncleane ; to him 
that facrificeth, and to him that facrificeth not ; aswthe good, fo 


the finner ; and he that fweareth, as he that feareth an Oath. Thus 
|  fpeaketh King Solomon, either in the perfon of the Epicure, 
| | . denying fpeciall providence; or, as molt agree, in his owne 
 perfon, without any figure or Profopopaia atall, to de 
tefre men from paffing rafh cenfaresupon anyin particular, for 
 -outwardidyfafters, in regard of the common calamities incident 
tojail mankind: no man may certainly jadge, whether a man 
Gods favour or ftate of Grace, bythe floate of rhefe 
ward bleffings; or that he is out of Godsfavour, and inthe 
_ condition of aReprobate, by the ebbe of them, or the contra- 
ry inundation of 2ffliGions: For a man may be as miferable.as 
Lazarus in this world, yet deftinated to Abrabams bofome: 
asion the other fide,a man may be as happy asDives here,yet re- 
.. | fegved for everlafting torments hereafter. It is therefore fage 
@ounfell the giveth, Ne te quafiveris extra, feck not thy 
=.) Gelfe oue of thy felfe; neither value thy felfe by thy outward 
tate, but thy ftock of inward vertues. Notwithftanding this 
generall obfervation concerning the benigne afpect of heaven in 
 “othis hife, or manifold dyfafters, it is molt certain, that God ex- 
empteth fome from common calamities, and powreth the full 
vials of his cn upon othersin fuch fort, even in this life ; 
that che moft fecure finners are con{train'd co profeffe, in the 
words of che Pfalmift, Veigue eft frutius jnfto, utique eft Dens 
interra ;.donbrleffe there 1s a reward to the juft, doubtleffe 
chore afudge thar judgeth the earth. 1fGod did not fet a mark 
upon fome notofious offenders in this life, andmake themex- 
amples to others, upon what evidence contd the Prophet fay, 
Lhe Lord is keown by the judgement which he executeth, the wicked | 
tothe workes of bis own bands ? On which texts the enfu- 
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ing relations mayferve as a briefe Commentary. Who cannot. 
read Corah and tisComplices finne in their punifhment ? they 
made the firft Schifme in the Congregation, and, in theirtime, 
_ there was a wide rent made in the earth, through which they de- 

fcended quickinto helt. Elymas the forcerery who endeavoured to 
feduce the Proconful from the Chriftian faith, and caft a miftas 
it were before his eyes, that he might not difcerne true Religion 
from fuperfticion, was fuddenly fmieten with blindneffe. Cerin- | 
thus the old heretick, who corrupted the doétrine of the Gof heal tS I. 
pel in the pureft times,reforting toa common Bath where he met , cel, hilt 
the Apoftle of Chrift, was killed by the fall ofthe houfe,asfoon J: Hieron, 
as the beloved Difciple who made hafte to thun him,was got out inCatal, — 
of the door. Afontanus with his two truls,Prifeidz and Maximilla, — og 
who betrayed the truthof God, took part of udas’s cord,and 
hanging themfelves, thereby /trang/ed that herefic in the infancy. 
Manes, who tare the feamlefle ¢oat of Chrift, and witha parc 
thereof covered the hereticks called from his name Afanichees, 
had his skin wholly torn from hisflefh, and being thus excoria- — 
ted, in the quickelt fenfe of lingring pain, he yeelded up his 
Vitaque cum gemitu fugit indignata [ub umbras. 

_ Arius, who infected the greateft part of the world with his 

ftilene herefie, came to a molt /fhamefull end in the publick 

Jakes at Alexandria, voyding his bowels at his eafement there. — 
Neftorius his tongue rotted in his mouth; wherewith, for many 
years he had blafphemed the perfon of Chrilt. To paffe by other 
Arch-hereticks, who tafted of the cup of trembling in this life, 
out of which, it is to be feared, they now fuck the very dregs in 
Hell; the intelligent Reader, who perufeth the late ftories of 
the Anabaptifts, cannot buttake notice that many thoufands of 3 
that Sect, who defiled their firft Baptifm by their fecond, were - 
baptized the third time with their own blood, yet fuffered death 

non ut coronam fidei, fed panam perfidie.) Servetus,an Anabap- 
tilt as wellasan Arian, received the fentence of death at 
Phifer at Mulbus, Rotman, that facrilegions Anabaprift , was 
flain in Saint Lamberts Church-yard:7 homas Muncer was put to 
the Rack by George Duke of Suxony,and the LantgrameotHefe, 
where he roared moft-feasfolly, and in the end haga jr 


br 


that tell upon 
ahd rifledit, were’allof them (fave fiéd) eitherkilled in 


-Yigave thee a touch, courteous Reader, in-the firt Chaprer, o 


from 
_ the hearts, and after they were dead, chiir. bodies were put in 


, and put upona high pole inche fields, hundred mal 
the Monattery of Bilfeiord it Prialand, 


the ruines of the Monaftery, or put to: death bythe, Hang-man. 


their King, John of Leyden, and their Confull, Bernard K nipper- 
doling, whofe judgements flept not; :for before the end of two 
in-which they plaid.all their pranks, they, together with 
their’'geeat Prophet, were tied-to a {take, had their Acth torn, 
Rem with hot pincers; in theend;.they were {tabbed to 


cages, and hanged on the Steeple of Saint Lambert: the 
King according to his royall dignity,having his exaltation, hang~ 


higher chen the Confull the “it | 
| 


ad fummam exponxntur penfiles; Rex taeft 
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So let all the fattions and Jediteous enemies of the 
ch and ftate perifh : but upon the Head of. Ki 
HARLES/et the rewneflourifh. 
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Doc ay preach, (peaue, o2 declare, that it coutaineth 


ARTICLES 


enquired of in the Diocetie 
of Salisburie. 


Articles concerning publike Prayer,andadminiftration 1. 
of the SACRAMENTS. 
IRST, Whether bath any of pour arith De 
fpoken 02 Declared any thing in the derogation 
02 Depeauing of the fozmeof prayer and 4 
in the Church of England, and aomintfratis Ceremonics. 
on of the Sacraments, lifes, and Ceremos 
nies fet fozth and pefcribed in the 25 vke of 4 
Comncii by the authoztsed and cons 
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ay, 


any thing which is not agreable to the Scriptures. 

2 Item, Whether hath avy pour Parith caufed, pocuren, Pertwading 
0) maintained any to fay any common 02 publike 
paver, 02 fo abminifter epther of the Dacraments of Waptifine forme of Conte 
and the 10203 Supper, otbertwifeo2 in anp other manner 02 mon Prayer. ; 
forme than is mentioned tn the faid bookof common 
ev? 3 whether bathany titerrupted, hindered, 
bed fhe spintiker to reade Diuine Seruice and adminifter tho 
Sacraments in (uch manner as is mentionedin the 
faid 1500k;02 interrupted him in bispreachingsandD Sermons 

3 Item, Wibether is the Sacrament of Waptifme rightip 
and duly admintifred tothe pzelcript forme erpzels ot he forme of | 
fed in the Wooke of conuaon with due obferuation and 


of all Rites and Ceremonies cribed-in 
of the faite ? 


Item, 
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